
COCLA is a coffee cooperative association located in the Quillabamba region of 
Peru, east of the Incan city of Machu Pichu.  The organization is composed of 7,500          
producers—over 25% of the membership is comprised of women.  Following a long 
tradition of coffee growing, cooperative members pass their agricultural skills and 
knowledge down from generation to generation.  In an area with very few economic 
options, Fair Trade offers a viable alternative to growing coca, the main ingredient in 
cocaine.     

The cooperative has used revenue from Fair Trade sales to invest in 
the following initiatives:

• Sustainable agriculture.  The cooperative runs a crop diversification project 
that significantly improves the nutrition of farming families and provides 
them with an additional source of income.  Through COCLA’s organic coffee 
project, over 20,000 acres of coffee have been certified organic.

• Quality improvement.  COCLA has established a technology-transfer 
project to facilitate the improvement of coffee quality and management in 
the field.

• Education.  The cooperative has implemented various projects including the 
creation of a technical school for its members.

• Healthcare.  COCLA created a program called “Ayni Salud” that aims to 
improve health of and raise medical awareness in member communities.  

Recent Highlights
COCLA is currently developing a project to market and sell some of its coffee 
production domestically.  The organization currently exports to Europe, Japan, 
and the United States

 ABOUT THE COOP 

Date Established: 1967

Number of Members: 7,500

Annual Production:  480 containers

 ABOUT THE COFFEE  

Varieties: Bourbon, Catimor, Caturra, Typica

Elevation: 900-1,850m

Processing: Wet processing and sun drying

Cup Characteristics: High acidity and fine 
body

Harvest Season: Apr-Sep

Export Season: May-Oct

Organic Production: 30%

Organic Certification Agency: OCIA and 
Naturland 

COCLA, Peru
“If we did not have Fair Trade we would not have the adequate resources 
to overcome the coffee crisis nor would we be able to invest in the quality 
of our coffee.  We hope that with Fair Trade we will continue to receive a 
stable price for our coffee, thereby enabling us to continue investing in the 
quality of our product.”

— Guillermo Aquilar Lozano,
COCLA President
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